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Report 

 First session: 

- Adele Bertini and Angela Bruch: Welcome, Introduction to NECLIME and aims of the meeting 

 Feel free to check out the NECLIME website www.neclime.de for further information and 
contacts of our members! 

- Short introductions of the participants and their projects 

 See titles of the ECR projects in the list of participants 

 

 Second session: 

- Smaller group meetings in breakout rooms to collect ideas on the questions: 

1. Which scientific topics would you like to be addressed in future network meetings? What is 
most important for you to discuss with your peers? 

2. What are you looking for in an early career network? Which specific training could be of 
interest for you?  

3. How would you like to organize this network? How often would you like to meet? How long? 
In which format?  

- Report from the breakout rooms, final discussion, and agreement about future activities 

 

Summary of Discussion 

After lively discussions many ideas and suggestions for future events were collected covering a wide 
spectrum of scientific topics. There was a general agreement on what the network should provide as 
summarized below.  

1. General expectations to the network: 

- PhD exchange, collaborations, small pilot projects 

- Network as a platform for exchange of information, e.g publications, info on university modules, open 
positions (PhD, PostDoc etc) 

- to share research, share experience 



 
- Discussions with experts on basic methods, lab methods, and analysis methods 

- Meetings of smaller group on very specific topics 

 

2. Scientific topics to be addressed in future meetings: 

- taphonomy, chronostratigraphy, sedimentology, geochemistry, climate system, morphology, taxonomy, 
nomenclature, sampling,  

- new topics to be introduced: paleofire, phytoliths, new continents or ecosystems, new epochs 

- database of photographs of fossils 

- phylogenetic approach, climate reconstructions, combing multi-proxies datasets, ecostratigraphy 

- how to read a diagram?, interpretation, vizualisation of data/results 

 

3. Organization and format: 

There was agreement that such meetings should be held online (via zoom) to be accessible to everyone 
and that there is a strong need for a regular sharing of information via email or social media. 
Concerning the format several options were discussed and may be tried out to see what works and 
will be most feasible to reach the aims of the group of early career researchers (ECRs).  

- larger meetings (like this one)  

 once a year (1 day) 

 with scientific presentations of ECR projects, ppt or poster 

 with breakout rooms for discussions of specific topics 

- plus(?) small group meetings for in-depth discussion of defined topic (4 per year) 

- and/or monthly short meetings (1-2h)? 

 

- sharing news through social media, also for outreach: on research gate? through slack? 

- email newsletter?   

 



 
Coordination of the next meeting: 

Arindam Chakraborty flywidari@gmail.com, arindam.diatom@gmail.com 

Astghik Papikyan papikyanastghik@gmail.com 

Gabriele Niccolini gabriele.niccolini@uniba.it 

MANY THANKS THAT YOU AGREE TO VOLUNTEER!! 

 

If there are any further ideas or issues with respect to this network, of information to be shared, please 
contact the three coordinators as well as Adele Bertini and Angela Bruch.  

 

 

Forthcoming events (circulars attached) 

SEMINAR: Quaternary paleoenvironments and paleoclimate in the Mediterranean area, Firenze 14-
16.12.2021  

The seminar is open to students , PhD and young researchers. Courses will be delivered on site and/or in 
videoconference with a link sent on request. For the inscription and information please contact 
adele.bertini@unifi.it 

 

11th European Palaeobotany and Palynology Conference, 19 22 June, 2022, Stockholm, Sweden 

The EPPC will be held as a physical (in person) meeting in Stockholm. A website is announced to be 
available in October 2021.  
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Pierluca Arcangeli Late Pliocene-Quaternary Paleoclimate and paleoenvironmental changes in the 
 Mediterranean area by the use of Palynology 

 Università degli Studi di Firenze, Italy, pierluca.arcangeli@stud.unifi.it  

  

Mahi Bansal Phylogenetic Structure And Palaeobiogeography Of The Indian Paleogene 
 Vegetation: A Study Based On Pollen Fossil Record From The Lignites Of Western 
 India 

 Birbal Shani Institute of Palaeosciences, Lucknow, India, 
 mahibansal6@gmail.com  

  

Pietro Batistoni  

 Earth sciences department, Università degli Studi di Firenze, Italy, 
 pietro.batistoni@unifi.stud.it, bd139@protonmail.com  

  

Arindam Chakraborty Evolution and intensification of Monsoon: Evidences from Andaman Basin  

 Birbal Shani Institute of Palaeosciences, Lucknow, India, flywidari@gmail.com, 
 arindam.diatom@gmail.com  

  

Niccolò Degl'Innocenti Reconstruction of morphoclimatic systems in the Mar Piccolo (Southern Italy) 
 during the last 12ka: the contribution of dinocysts and other NPP 

 University of Bari Aldo Moro, niccolo.deglinnocenti@uniba.it  

  

Valentina Fontana Modern pollen deposition/vegetation relationships in an elevational transect 
 across the Lavarone Highland (Trentino Alto Adige, Italy) 

 Laboratory of Palynology and Palaeoecology, Milano, Italy, 
 valentina.fontana@education.unibz.it 

  

Narine Hayrapetyan  Features of Holocene flora and vegetation in the Lake Sevan basin (Armenia) 
 according to palynological data of the Tsovinar peat bog 



 
 A. Takhtajan Institute of Botany of NAS RA, Department of Palaeobotany, 
 Yerevan, Armenia, narine.hayrapetyan1993@gmail.com   

  

Huasheng Huang Palynology, paleoclimatology, paleoecology, biogeography, biostratigraphy 

 University of Amsterdam; Università degli Studi di Firenze, Italy, 
 buxushuang@gmail.com 

 

Gabriele Niccolini Palynological contribution to the study of morphoclimatic systems during the 
 last 12 ka in Mar Piccolo (Taranto, Southern Italy) 

 Dipartimento di Scienze della Terra e Geoambientali, University of Bari Aldo 
 Moro, Italy, gabriele.niccolini@uniba.it  

  

Astghik Papikyan Taxonomic analysis and paleoclimate reconstruction of the Early Pliocene 
 Hortun-1 flora (Armenia) 

 A. Takhtajan Institute of Botany of NAS RA, Department of Palaeobotany, 
 Yerevan, Armenia, papikyanastghik@gmail.com  

 

Shalini Parmar Sedimentology and Vegetational Study of Early Palaeogene Sequences of 
 Rajasthan Basin: Implications to Climate and Sea Level Fluctuations 

 Birbal Shani Institute of Palaeosciences, Lucknow, India, 
 shalinigary02@gmail.com  

  

Matteo Pili History of the Evolution of Landscapes of the Etruscan Maritime Facade 
 (Tuscany, Italy) through the Use of Palynology 

 Université Lumière Lyon 2, France; Università degli Studi di Firenze, Italy, 
 matteopili96@gmail.com  

  

Rafael Spiekermann Paleobotany, Fire ecology 



 
 Senckenberg Research Institute, Frankfurt, Germany, 
 rafael.spiekermann@senckenberg.de 

 

Houssem Tabbabi Palynological studies on the Piacenzian-Gelasian transition from selected sites of 
 the Mediterranean region 

 University of Gabes, Tunisia, houssitab@gmail.com 

 

  

Other Interested ECRs 

Priya Agnihotri Eocene Arthropods in Amber from the Kutch and Cambay Lignites, Gujarat, India
 Their Bearing on Paleoenvironments 

 Birbal Shani Institute of Palaeosciences, Lucknow, India, 
 agnihotripriya18@yahoo.com  

  

Brendan Anderson Using isotopic sclerochronology in marine mollusks to determine if life history 
 traits have been under selection during Miocene to Recent climatic change 

 Department of Geosciences, Baylor University, Waco, TX USA, 
 Brendan.m.Anderson@gmail.com  

  

Debika Deori Land-Sea Interactions and Climate Variability Along Coastal Wetlands of The Gulf 
 of Kachchh, Western India During The Holocene: A Multiproxy Approach 

 Birbal Shani Institute of Palaeosciences, Lucknow, India, 
 devikadeori2015@gmail.com  

  

Elen Hakobyan  Climate and vegetation history of biodiversity hotspots based on 
 paleocarpological material from the Lake Sevan’s peat bog 

 Turin University, Department of Earth Sciences, Italy, 
 elenhakobyan939@gmail.com  

  



 
Fabrizio Michelangeli Pollen analysis of late Holocene marine sediments from the Central 
 Mediterranean Sea 

 Sapienza University of Rome, fabrizio.michelangeli@uniroma1.it  

 

Prem Raj Uddandam Study of Dinoflagellate cysts and paleoclimatic fluctuation during Holocene in 
 Bay of Bengal sediments 

 Birbal Shani Institute of Palaeosciences, Lucknow, India, 
 premrajuddandam@gmail.com  

 

  

Hosts  

Adele Bertini Florence University, Department of Earth Sciences, Italy, 
 adele.bertini@unifi.it  

 

Angela A. Bruch Heidelberg Academy of Sciences, Senckenberg Research Institute, Frankfurt, 
 Germany, Angela.Bruch@senckenberg.de  

 

Torsten Utescher Senckenberg Research Institute, Frankfurt, Germany, t.utescher@uni-bonn.de 



The future of Mediterranean ecosystems and landscapes is clearly tied to water availability and global climate change. While modern vegetation

data from the region provide a baseline for understanding relationships between aridity and vegetation composition, paleoecological records

bring support for understanding vegetation responses at longer time scales. Paleoecological records show that aridity, as a feature of the

Mediterranean basin, appeared early, gradually increasing up to the present time. Italy represents one of the most informative Mediterranean

areas to: (i) reconstruct the response of vegetation to various climatic stresses; and (ii) assess the likely future behavior of Mediterranean

plants. Furthermore, the Italy's rich geological and stratigraphical record makes it (iii) a significant source of information on the history of

Mediterranean.

The course focuses on understanding the:

1. response of vegetation/environment (from 2.6 Ma) to variations in climatic forcing on orbital and millennial/submillennial (e.g. Heinrich

events, D-O, Bond cycles) timescales;

2. driving and environmental context of the migration and successive colonization of hominins;

3. interglacial features from 2.6 Ma for a better evaluation of the future and length of the Holocene;

4. impact of Human practices in the Mediterranean environments through palynological tools;

5. inputs of multi-method climate reconstructions from pollen data and comparison with other proxy-inferred climate reconstructions;

6. past biodiversity trajectories (e.g., plants, fungi, algae) and ecosystems dynamics (e.g., landscapes, aquatic ecosystems);

7. paleoecological insights into the development of sustainable environmental strategies.

Quaternary paleoenvironments and paleoclimate in 
the Mediterranean area

Firenze 14-16.12.2021 

ADELE BERTINI1, NATHALIE COMBOURIEU-NEBOUT2, YANNICK MIRAS2, ODILE PEYRON3

(1DST, Università di Firenze; 2UMR 7194 HNHP, Parigi; 3UMR 5554 ISEM, Montpellier)



Quaternary paleoenvironments and paleoclimate in the Mediterranean area – Main Program

14.12.2021 – SALA STROZZI

10.30-13.00 Introduction to palynology. From the samples to the palynological slides. Pollen, spores and 
dinocysts morphology, palynofacies, counts, palynological diagrams.

14.30-17.30 Paleoenvironment and paleoclimate changes in the Mediterranean during the Quaternary.

17.30-18.30 Introduction to practical palynology: exercises, flora, vegetation, climate, human impact,
comparison with other marine and continental proxies.

15.12.2021 – SALA STROZZI

8.30-12.30 Non pollen palynomorphs as a complementary tool to reconstruct human environments.

14.00-18.30 PRACTICAL PALYNOLOGY: 

14.00-16.00: Non pollen palynomorphs, observation, data bases, cases of study.
16.00-16.30: How to prepare samples for palynological studies - Video of N. Degl’Innocenti & G. Niccolini.

16.30-18.30: Pollen and dinocysts: morphology.

16.12.2021 – SALA STROZZI 

8.30-11.30 Multi-method climate reconstructions from pollen data and comparison with other 
proxy-inferred climate reconstructions.

11.30-13.00 Cases of study in the whole Mediterranean area and application of transfer functions to 
reconstruct paleoclimatic parameters (T, P, …). 

14.30-17.30 Practical palynology: exercises and correction, flora, vegetation, climate, human impact, 
comparison with other marine and continental proxies. 

Venue: Dipartimento di Scienze della Terra, via G. La Pira 4 Firenze (Sala Strozzi).

Courses will be delivered on site and/or in videoconference with a link sent on request.

For the inscription and information: adele.bertini@unifi.it

The seminar, open to students, PhD and young researchers, is carried out thanks to the Erasmus program. It has 
the Patronage of AIQUA and represents a pre-INQUA2023 congress activity.



11th European Palaeobotany and Palynology Conference
19–22 June, 2022, Stockholm, Sweden
First Circular and 
Call for Symposia & Workshops

The Organizing Committee invites you to the 11th European Palaeobotany and Palynology Conference, Stockholm, to 
be held 19-22 June, 2022, as a physical (on site) meeting jointly at The Swedish Museum of Natural History and at the 
adjacent Stockholm University, Stockholm, Sweden. The scientific program will cover all aspects of palaeobotany and 
palynology and the meeting will provide palaeobotanists and palynologists with an opportunity to present and discuss 
their research and meet one another four years after the previous conference in the series. The meeting will include 
three full days of scientific sessions, with some additional options for pre-conference workshops and short pre- and 
post-conference excursions. The organizing team of Swedish palynologists and palaeobotanists invite you to spend 
midsummer week in Stockholm, present your latest results, and enjoy the sights, sounds and flavours of Sweden.

Owing to the difficulties in securing advanced bookings for venues and transport during the pandemic, we have placed 
an initial cap of 350 delegates for the conference, so it will be important for attendees to register early to ensure 
acceptance of symposia and a presentation slot in the conference schedule. The Registration Website will be available 
in October, 2021.

Conference and fieldtrip details
Further details will be provided on the conference’s website, which will be available in October, 2021. We will also 
distribute a second circular at that time with details of costs and a reminder to register.
In the meantime, interested persons can find regular updates about the conference and fieldtrips on the 11th EPPC 
Facebook page at: https://www.facebook.com/11thEPPC
Key preliminary details about the conference are provided below.

Call for Symposia and Workshops
Symposia
It is our pleasure to invite proposals for symposia for the 11th EPPC, 2022. 
Owing to the short operational schedule in the aftermath of the COVID pandemic, the deadline for symposia proposals 
is strictly midnight, October 8, 2021. Proposed symposia might, for example, cover disciplines including palynology 
and/or palaeobotany of specific time intervals or regions, aspects of palaeoecology, palaeoclimatology, biostratigraphy, 
plant taxonomy, plant morphology, plant-insect interactions, fossil fungi, acritarchs, dinoflagellates, aerobiology, 
melissopalynology, forensic palynology, and cutting-edge techniques in the study of fossil plants. Other topics will also 
be considered. To organize a symposium, please prepare a “symposium proposal”, using the template provided at the 
bottom of this circular, that briefly describes the symposium in English. This proposal should include the following:
• a descriptive title and list of organizers;
• a brief text explaining the purpose of the symposium;
• a list of possible speakers, their institutions or affiliations, and preliminary presentation titles.
The length of individual symposium talks is 15 minutes, including question time. 
Please submit your symposium proposal (using the template below) via the following email address: 
11th.eppc@gmail.com by Friday October 8th, 2021
The program committee will review all proposals, and may make suggestions in view of the conference organization.

Workshops and Business Meetings
We also welcome proposals for workshops and business meetings. Workshops and business meetings will normally be 
held on Sunday 19th June at the Swedish Museum of Natural History and can be held in rooms that accommodate 
between 4 and 40 participants. Normal audiovisual facilities will be available. 
We particularly encourage workshops focused on writing a review paper on topics of interest. These should bring 

together students and researchers at diverse career stages. If your workshop proposal is accepted, we will provide 
support to organize and coordinate working groups of similar interest.
Please submit your workshop proposal (using the template below) via the following email address: 

11th.eppc@gmail.com by Friday October 8th, 2021

https://www.facebook.com/11thEPPC
mailto:11th.eppc@gmail.com
mailto:11th.eppc@gmail.com


Important deadlines
Deadline for symposia and workshop proposals: 8th October, 2021
Opening of Registrations: 30th October, 2021
Early Bird Registration deadline: 21st January, 2022
Regular registration deadline and abstract submission: 1st April, 2022
Registration for conference dinner: 1st April, 2022

The Conference Dinner will be a memorable 

evening starting with mingling with the Vasa Museum's 
experienced guides and an exciting tour around the 
great wooden warship Vasa, which sank in 1628 on her 
maiden voyage and was raised from Stockholm harbour
in the 1960s to become one of the city’s greatest 
tourist attractions. This will be followed by a three-
course dinner served in the shadow of the infamous 
Vasa ship itself.

Links to registration and abstract 

Conference registration and abstract submission details will be supplied in the second circular in October, 2021.
Please note that attendees can give only 1 oral presentation as the primary presenter.
An extensive space for poster presentations will also be available.

We look forward to seeing you in Stockholm for midsummer 2022.

Organizing Committee Chair and facilities coordinator: Vivi Vajda, Swedish Museum of Natural History

Organizing Committee Representatives: 
Catarina Rydin, Stockholm University
Stephen McLoughlin, Swedish Museum of Natural History
Thomas Denk, Swedish Museum of Natural History, Collegium Palynologicum Scandinavicum
Björn Gedda, Swedish Museum of Natural History 
Margret Steinthorsdottir, Swedish Museum of Natural History
Natasha Barbolini, University of Bergen/Stockholm University
Sam Slater, Swedish Museum of Natural History 
Sebastian Willman, Uppsala University

Contact address for enquiries

Enquiries are best made via email at: 11th.eppc@gmail.com

You can also keep up to date with information related to the conference at our Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/11thEPPC

mailto:11th.eppc@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/11thEPPC



